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Holy Week and Easter at  
Williamsburg UMC Annual Messy Easter 

Egg Hunt & Lunch 
 

Saturday, April 15 from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

You are invited to join us for our annual Easter 
Egg Hunt for children birth through 5th grade.  We 
will enjoy crafts, the hunt, and our delicious hot dog 
lunch.  Hunting areas are separated by age so all 
can enjoy the day!  Donations of wrapped candy are 
welcomed to be dropped off at the church by April 
10.  This event is sponsored by  Messy Church. 

Questions?  Contact Cindy Banek 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org or (229-1771). 

**Childcare is available for all Services  
except Easter Sunrise** 

Palm Sunday, April 9 

Worship at 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 

Worship and Drama at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday, April 14 

Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, April 15 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt  
& Lunch at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 16 

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. 
 

Traditional Worship at 8:00 a.m.,  
9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 

(Sunday School will not be held   
Easter Sunday) 

“My Blood is Rising” 
Thursday, April 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Mark your calendars as mem-
bers of our church perform an 
original drama.  Directed by Lou-
Anne Smith, My Blood is Rising, 
traces the struggles of the Jew-
ish leadership as they grapple 
with a growing problem:  one 
Jesus of Nazareth.  Invite a 
friend and come experience the 

last months of Jesus’ life as the Sanhedrin plot Je-
sus’ death.   

The Flowering 
Cross . . .   

is a tradition at  
this church.   

Bring a flower  
when you come 
Easter Sunday  
and place it  

on the large cross 
on the front lawn. 

The Flowering Cross 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Spring has arrived and so have the 14 new books in the UMW Reading Program which has as its purpose 
to expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission; increase sensitivity to all human beings’ 
needs, interests and concerns; encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today; grow in under-
standing of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life; enhance self knowledge and act from 
that knowledge; and strengthen involvement in local and global mission.  In other words, UMW Reading Pro-
gram books are not just for members of UMW.  There are many wonderful selections of interest to both men 
and women in the areas of Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social 
Action and Spiritual Growth.  Included among the new selections are two in Large Print, EXTRAORDINARY 
GRACE as manifested in the lives of those in Jesus lineage and which comes to us from loving Jesus; and 
LIVING INTO HOPE, in which the author speaks out on the pressing issues of love, justice, reconciliation, 
forgiveness and community and calls readers “to live life fully — not carefully or cautiously but wholly en-
gaged with the world and with the messiness of humanity.”  You’ll find the new adult books on display in the 
library foyer and many others in the program on the shelves to the right as you enter the library. 

Spring and new Reading Program books are the focus for our children this month as well.  Among the 
UMW books on display, check out ANIMAL BEAUTY, “a zany picture book re-
minding readers to appreciate themselves for who they are; JUST FOR TO-
DAY, a celebration of love and the importance of living each day fully; and 
JUST LIKE I WANTED, a story in rhyme illustrating “sometimes mistakes can 
make a perfect picture even better.”  To celebrate spring, explore THE CURI-
OUS GARDEN, see what’s afoot OVER IN THE MEADOW, consider how 
EVERY DAY IS EARTH DAY and discover DANCERS IN THE GARDEN.  And 
for Easter there is THE LEGEND OF THE SAND DOLLAR, THE FLOWERING 
CROSS and EASTER IN THE GARDEN. 

  

“A book is like a garden carried in a pocket.”  -- Chinese Proverb 

Library News 

UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) 

Southeast Jurisdiction (SEJ) of the UMC Tornado Relief 

Street Children Ministry of Cambodia 

Meds & Foods for Kids  

Meals on Wheels  

Faith in Action  

3e Restoration 

GLOBAL OUTREACH 

Beneficiaries For Lenten Offering  
LOCAL OUTREACH 

Many people who are suffering, experiencing life crises, or are otherwise in need of 
support simply need someone to listen to them confidentially.  A Stephen Minister can 
provide that support. 
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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

In the early part of World War II, a Navy submarine was stuck on the bottom of the harbor in New York 
City.  It seemed that all was lost.  There was no electricity and the oxygen was quickly running out.  In one 
last attempt to rescue the sailors from the steel coffin, the U.S. Navy sent a ship equipped with Navy divers 
to the spot on the surface, directly above the wounded submarine.  A Navy diver went over the side of the 
ship to the dangerous depths in one last rescue attempt.  The trapped sailors heard the metal boots of the 
diver land on the exterior surface, and they moved to where they thought the rescuer would be.  In the dark-
ness they tapped in Morse code, “Is there any hope?”  The diver on the outside, recognizing the message, 
signaled by tapping on the exterior of the sub, “Yes, there is hope.”  This is the picture of our dilemma as we 
come to Easter after the long journey of Lent.  Humankind is trapped in a dreadful situation.  All around we 
are running low on hope, and we look for a word from beyond offering it to us.  This world in which we live is 
plagued with war and famine, mounting debt and continual destruction.  The more we try to rescue ourselves 
the more we seem to fall behind.  We wonder:  Is there any hope? 

At a personal level, we are no different than the early disciples who stood at the foot of the cross on 
Good Friday.  They saw their hope for the future die at that place.  How would they live?  How could they go 
on?  On Easter Sunday (April 16) our pews will be filled with widows who have seen their hope of a comforta-
ble future slowly die in hospital beds, or parents who have done their best watch the culture destroy the chil-
dren for whom they had so ardently prayed.  Faithful parents work tirelessly at a job that will not guarantee 
that they can feed, clothe or educate their family.  Hope is snuffed out when the word comes from the battle-
field that an explosive device has taken the father of two beautiful children.  We all face the burden of aging, 
the destruction of family life, debilitating diseases, unstable economy, and a culture that appears to be crum-
bling from within, not to mention the fact that there seems to be violence everywhere.  We see in all this the 
emptiness of secularism in the celebrity culture.  We long for a word from the outside; and we cry out to 
God, “Is there any hope?” 

The Gospel stories of Christ’s resurrection help us to see that there is hope.  It comes in the form of a 
Galilean carpenter, crucified and resurrected from the dead 2,000 years ago in an obscure part of the world. 
The accounts written about him give witness to ten appearances after he was raised from the dead, and the 
event of his resurrection has become the drumbeat of a new community of faith that formed around him.  

Dr. E. Stanley Jones, the great Methodist missionary preacher of the last century, was about to address a 
group on Easter Sunday morning.  On his way to the pulpit two young ladies met him and said to him simply, 
“If you have anything to say to us, say it now.”  He preached his heart out, and one of the young ladies 
made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ, and her life was changed.  The other went out, and he never 
heard from her again.  The same thing is true of the church today.  If we have anything to say, this Easter is 
the day in which it must be said.  Biblical scholar N. T. Wright reminds us that it needs to be clearly said, that 
“the living God in principle dealt with evil once and for all, and is now at work, by his own Spirit, to do for us 
and the whole world what He did for Jesus on that first Easter Day.”  The divine power, which at first took 
Christ out of the grave, is available still, not at the end of life, not at the hour of death, but available here 
and now to help us to live.  Therein lies our hope.  

We say that Jesus is Lord of the world and the rulers of 
this world are not.  It not only gives us personal hope but also 
gives us the strength to work with other Christians around the 
world against unjust systems and speak the truth of the Gos-
pel in our own community.  The power which on Easter Day 
shattered death is now given to us to live.  This vitalizes the 
most oppressed and disillusioned and defeated of all people 
into a resurrection promise.  This is the theme that inspires 
our music and preaching and empowers our witness.  The 
same power that rolled away the stone that day is the power 
available for us for living as well as for dying.  Christ has ris-
en.  Yes, there is hope!  Now, that’s food for thought! 
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Volunteers & Donations Needed! 
 

Greater Williamsburg Community Kitchen 
 

  Under the auspices of the Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), the Greater Williams-
burg Community Kitchen, with the purpose of providing a free, mid-day meal every Friday to those who 
are food insecure in the area, began operations on March 3rd at the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Church.  Volunteer roles include chefs/sous chefs, servers, and check-in support.  Most needed right now are 
chefs and donations of meals where the entree recipe is provided, following the Messy Church model.   

Also needed are grocery store/Costco gift cards 
(primarily for protein purchases) and biodegradable 
paper products (e.g., large and small plates, hot/cold 
cups, bowls, and utensils).  A collection bin has been 
set up at the church entrance off the parking lot.   

If you are interested in volunteering with the Community Kitchen, you can contact Carl Gerhold 
bethcarl@verizon.net or Stephanie Slocum jslocum43@aol.com for a GWOM application or send an 

email to gwcommunitykitchen@gmail.com.     

Caregiver Education Panel:   

“Along the Journey 
with Dementia . . .  
Tips for Caregivers,  

by Caregivers” 
 

Thursday, May 25 from 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
in Room 174 

 

Join us as panelists share their personal sto-
ries and advice.  Please RSVP by Monday, May 
22 to Carolyn Yowell (229-1771 ext 354) or 
cyowell@williamsburgumc.org so we may en-
sure adequate seating.  Limited space is available in 
Respite during the Panel for your loved one to enjoy 
the Elderberry Jam Band performance, but RSVP 
required so we can plan accordingly.  This event is 
open to the entire community, so please share with 
others that may benefit. 

NOTHING SAYS  

LOVIN’ LIKE HOME 

MADE COOKIES! 
 

“I was in prison and you visited me.”   
 

The spring Kairos Retreat at Greensville Correc-
tional Center is April 20 – 23.  Lyman Hubbard rep-
resents WUMC on the Greensville Team.  During the 
weekend retreat 40 inmates will learn of God’s love 
and mercy.   

Our congregation is asked to support the retreat 
with our prayers and our gifts of handmade place-
mats and homemade cookies.  Specifics about how 
you can support the retreat will be in the bulletin 
insert each Sunday beginning April 2.  Most im-
portantly, homemade cookies are a vital part of eve-
ry Kairos Retreat.  Recipes and instruction sheets 
can be found on the desk in the Reception Center. 

 

The cookie delivery deadline is  
April 19 at noon. 

 

Your Local Outreach Team 

mailto:bethcarl@verizon.net
mailto:jslocum43@aol.com
mailto:gwcommunitykitchen@gmail.com
mailto:cyowell@williamsburgumc.org
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
April 2017 – UMW Circle Meetings 

UMW Book Club 
 

The UMW Book Club will meet Monday, April 10 
at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Karen McPherson (3296 
Reade’s Way).  We will be 
reading and discussing The 
Dressmaker of Khair Khana, 
by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, 
in the Education for Mission 
category of the Reading Pro-
gram.  All are welcome.   

For more information,  
contact Carol Brinkley  

(258-0617)  
or cpbrinkley@aol.com. 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE 

Monday, April 3 at 9:30 a.m. in the church den.  
The program will be assembling school kits to take 

to Annual Conference. 
 

CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE 

Tuesday, April 4 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.   
 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE 

Tuesday, April 4 at 1:30 p.m. in the Brookdale 
Activity Room.  The program will be Easter  

Reflections: Stations of the Cross.  
 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE 

Wednesday, April 5 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  
Speaker will be Anthony Williams, Director of Early 
Childhood Music School and Associate Director of 

Music for Children and Youth. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 

Monday, April 10 at 10:30 a.m. in the church den.  
Mary Jo Bennett and Peggy Hook will share photos 
and stories of their recent Honduras mission trip. 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE 

Tuesday, April 11 at 1:00 p.m. in the church parlor.  
Bud Voorhess will be in charge of the program.   

 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE 

Tuesday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  We 
will be assembling school kits to take to Annual 

Conference. 
 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE 

Tuesday, April 18 at 10:30 a.m. in the Williamsburg 
Landing Main Building in the auditorium (on the 

kitchen side). 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

UMW Sunday 

April 30 

Beginning at 5:30 p.m., and serving continuous-
ly until 6:30 p.m., enjoy a delicious dinner and good 
conversation with others.  The cost for the meal is 
only $6/adult, $3/child (ages 3-12) with a $20.00 
family maximum.  Please make a reservation for 
dinner by completing a dinner form at Connection 
Corner, in the pew racks, or calling the church of-
fice.  Questions, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 
  

ReCharge Dinner on April 5 

Honey lemon chicken, vegetable, rice 

vegetarian option   
 

Please check the weekly announcements or e-
notes for more about ReCharge including the meals 
for the rest of April. 

mailto:cpbrinkley@aol.com
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Silver Saints Luncheon 
The Silver Saints (50-plus) will visit the historic Norge Train Depot (located 

near the James City Library) on Wednesday, April 12.  We will meet at the 
church at 11:30 a.m. and carpool to the event.  There is no admission fee, but 
donations are welcomed.  After our tour, we will have lunch at the New York 
Deli.  Please let us know if you plan to attend.  All are welcome! 

If you have questions about the trip or would like to go, contact Loretta & 
Art Heezen (565-2518) or lorettaheezen@gmail.com. 

In early 2017, a suggestion was made by a long-time member of the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women (WUMW) organization to capture a bit of information on the naming of each Women’s Circle.  From 
this idea, a project was born to gather and document some history about the various WUMW groups.  Each 
team was asked to delve into their past and fondly reminisce.  This article is the first in a series to capture 
and share some interesting and fun facts about the Women’s Circles of the church.  

The WUMW held their annual Membership Tea in May during 1982.  Their objective was to increase mem-
bership.  However, joining the group was problematic for working women since the existing circles met dur-
ing the week in the mornings and afternoons.  There was little opportunity for career women to participate in 
circle activities.  Over tea that afternoon, Ruth Simpson and Dorothy Rascoe put their heads together and 
came up with the idea of forming a Saturday Circle.   

Ruth became a woman on a mission.  After church that Sunday, she went home and began to telephone 
ladies to help her start a new circle.  By the end of the day, Ruth had the commitment of JoAnne Sutlive, Nell 
Sykes, Donna Johnson, Helen Langton, and three others to join her in founding this new group. 

The women held their first planning session in the “Ladies Parlor” at church.  They shared ideas and cre-
ated the foundation for the new circle.  One of the first things they needed to tackle was a name.  At Donna 
Johnson’s suggestion, they settled on the name the “Susanna Wesley Circle”, in honor of John Wesley’s 
mother Susanna – the “Mother of Methodism”.  Susanna had 19 children and spent time every day formally 
instructing each child and instilling Christian values.  Since many of the original ladies joining this new group 
were teachers and mothers themselves, they felt it was an appropriate way to honor both Susanna Wesley 
and their collective professions.   

In June, Joan Trickett and Phyllis Grose joined the group.  As Joan was already a member of another cir-
cle, it was hoped that she could bring her knowledge and leadership to this newly-formed team.  Joan was 
asked to be chairwoman, and she graciously accepted the position.  Now the group was on a roll.  By 1983, 
the circle had 21 members.   

Thirty-five years later, they are still going strong. Over the years, the Susanna Wesley Circle has champi-
oned quite a few projects which have allowed them to give money and gifts to many organizations.  The 
meeting date was subsequently changed from Saturday to the 1st Wednesday of each month after everyone 
in the group retired.  Sadly, there are only three original members still active - Ruth, JoAnne and Joan.  To-
day, there are a total of 18 ladies who continue to be devoted to the circle.   

Spotlight on UMW Circle 
History 

Susanna Wesley Circle 

mailto:lorettaheezen@gmail.com
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The question  
behind the question 

 
 

We’ve all faced loaded questions.  In Belfast, Northern Ireland, the 
simple question “which team do you support?” asks about a whole lot 
more than soccer teams.  Simply answering “Rangers” or “Celtic” gives 
the questioner information about your religious affiliation, which part of 
town you might be from and your political views.  I had moments there 
in the early 90’s when my accent, let alone my choice of team, could 
have landed me in deep trouble. 

At times in high school, I was bullied.  I didn’t get great grades, I still struggle with handwriting.  I didn’t 
always make the cut for the team.  I did learn to sail, to fish, to create with Lego, to enjoy history and other 
cultures.  All of these enable me to say at different times to and with our youth “I’ve been there, I know what 
it feels like”.  Yes, times are different – I design Lego layouts, teenagers today design Apps and edit videos 
on their smartphones – both they and I create and face challenges as we do.  

The gap in years between me and today’s teenagers is growing, for some of the best volunteers I’ve 
known over the years, the age gap was wider still, but the key that unlocks that relationship across the gen-
erations is empathy, being aware of the question behind the question.  

Growing Young, the Fuller Youth Institute research, report and book highlights empathizing with young 
people as a key practice for churches that want to attract and retain younger people and families.  In practice 
that means sensing the question behind the question, sharing life with people of a different generation to 
ourselves and recognizing the differences in the cultures they and we live in.  

The Question behind the question – essentially there are three.  The Growing Young book summarizes 
them thus: 

 

 
 

Look back at the statements about myself I made in the 2nd paragraph.  “I was bullied” – an identity 
question? “. . . didn’t make the team” – a belonging question “I learned to create” – a purpose question. 
What are (or were) your identity/belonging/purpose questions?  

Sharing life across generations comes from talking about (while not necessarily having “the answer” to) 
those questions.  When I lead a session that touches on some of these issues, the quiet nod of other adults 
that wordlessly say “I’ve been there too” are worth much more than words.  

Recognizing the different cultures enables us to grow as a church by accepting there are different ways 
of expressing the same thing.  A 60 year old and a 16 year old will respond to similar situations differently – 
one might be able to do what the other is wishing they could do.  A different way isn’t in itself wrong, it only 
becomes wrong when it is imposed without inclusive conversation.  Let’s empathize, share in life and ministry 
together and recognize different ways forward as we seek to grow young. 

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director 

I’m wondering . . .  
My ultimate question is 

about . . . 
The focus is on . . . 

Who am I? Identity Me 

Where do I fit in? Belonging Us 

What difference do I make? Purpose Our world 
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of March: 

Billy Cooper 

Bill Fischer 

Frank Gross, former Respite member 

Walter Leyland 

John Montroy 

Ralph Stephens 

Ed Stock, former Respite member 

Raye Tabb 

Messy Church in 
April 

Our next Messy Church is Tuesday, April 11 from 
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  We will consider the gifts we 
receive from our risen Lord Jesus as we focus on the 
story of, “Mary Annoints Jesus.”  Join us for crafts, 
games, Messy Science (new!), Celebration Time and 
dinner focused around the theme of Easter.  Our 

Messy Coaster makes a 
return appearance as 
well as something new 
involving a chocolate 
fountain! 

Questions, contact 
Cindy Banek, 229-1771. 

The “Look” of Youth and Children’s Ministry in 

the Future 
 

Youth and children’s ministry is a rapidly changing “thing”, though that’s definitely not the right word for 
it.  Trends change, culture evolves, technology advances, personalities grow, mature and immature.  Each 
year a new group of children and middle schoolers join the children’s and youth programs here at church, 
bringing a new breath to existing groups. 

In September this year we plan to revitalize both youth and children’s ministries, bringing them closer to-
gether but also maintaining their distinct flavours.  For example – with the anticipated group of rising 6th 
graders we will be splitting youth group into distinct middle and high school sessions.  We’re also re-
examining what happens during the Worship Space during the 11:00 a.m. service.  

Who is the “we”?  Well, it started with the Council on Ministries with Young People made up of Cindy 
Banek, Andy Glascott, Bill Herman, Sue Swadley and Jackson Anderson.  As ideas were formulated, the “we” 
expanded in March to the first of 2 round table discussions with a small number of invited parents and others 
with a stake in youth and children’s “stuff”.  Now, the “we” expands to include “you”. 

On Sunday April 30, we’ll host a second round table conversation to present 3 key proposals for the fu-
ture of youth and children’s ministries.  It’s a Sunday, after the 11:00 a.m. service, in the Fellowship Hall.  
We anticipate this being a couple of hours of vigorous conversation, prayer and reflection, so we’ll start with 
a bring and share lunch – we are good Methodists after all!  

Conversation will revolve around some ideas we have and how we resource whatever September’s pro-
gramming might look like.  An outline of the ideas is available from Andy Glascott 
aglascott@williamsburgumc.org or Cindy Banek cbanek@williamsburgumc.org and will be circulated 
through youth and children’s groups.  

mailto:aglascott@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

10 

Community Café Williamsburg  
 

“Safe Driving on Your Terms”  

April 6 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

St. Martins Episcopal Church, 1333 Jamestown Road  
 

Newer cars are equipped with technology aimed at keeping the driver safer on the road.  April’s presenta-
tion:  “Safe Driving on Your Terms” presented by Mr. Bervin Elliot, AARP, recognizes that you the driver, are 
ultimately responsible for your safety and that of others on the road.  Come learn about how medications can 
effect driving, how to reduce driver distractions, and safe driving strategies, as well as online courses that 
might lower you insurance.  

Also enjoy a fun light exercise session with Coach J. focusing on 
building balance, flexibility, and strength.  

The Café is free and open to Williamsburg residents age 60+, or 
caregivers.  It is sponsored by local congregations, businesses, and 
the PAA.  Join us for a short presentation, snacks and prizes.  

Youth Guitar 1 

Youth Guitar Year 1 (ages 7+) is an exciting new class at ECMS that will approach Beginner Guitar Educa-
tion with an emphasis on ensemble playing, music literacy, as well as music and motion concepts.  The cur-
riculum is written and developed by Anthony Williams, Director of ECMS.  Anthony has been a professional 
guitarist for over a decade with experience in genres ranging from folk, jazz, classical, and rock.  He has had 
the good fortune to study classical guitar with Larry Snitzler who was a member of the Andre Segovia master 
classes.  Each guitar student will need their own nylon string guitar to bring to class.  Written 
and listening curriculum will be provided as part of tuition. 

 

Adult Guitar True Beginner  

Adult Guitar True Beginner is a new addition to the ECMS adult classes.  This curriculum will use tradition-
al beginner guitar methods from various published sources.  Anthony has been a professional guitarist for 
over a decade with experience in genres ranging from folk, jazz, classical, and rock.  Intended as recreational 
guitar playing, the classes are stress free, supportive and rewarding.  Each guitar student will need their own 
guitar to bring to class.  

 

For more information, contact Anthony Williams, Director of Early Childhood Music School  
(229-1771 ext 108) or mranthony.ecms@gmail.com.  

Two New Guitar Classes Join the  
Early Childhood Music School Curriculum 

mailto:mranthony.ecms@gmail.com
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Memorial Giving  

given to the Memorial Garden in memory of David Michael Meloy from 

 Ms. Joan Wheeler 

 Ms. Sherri Torode 

 Ms. Annette Lauber 

given in memory of Hobart Speegle Jr from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barnes 

 The Hailey Family 

 WUMC Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David Hindman 

given in memory of Jerry  Lee Worstell from 

 John Lathan, The Drabek Family & The Hillenbrand Family 

 Middle Peninsula Insurance and Financial Services 

 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Beste 

 Beacon Sales Acquistion, Inc & DBA Best Distributing Co. 

 Jackie & Doug Campbell & Debbie & Art Heiman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Armstrong, Jr. 

 Ms. Donna Hugly 

 The Latham Family 

 Betty Pittman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Durboraw 

 Mr. & Mrs. Glen Smith 

 Mr. & Mrs. Walter Vajdak 

 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moore 

given in memory of Joseph W. Trickett III from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Simpson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Russ Cowell 

given to the Organ Fund in memory of Marcia Koller Bowman from 

 Ms. Dianne Colton 

given to Respite Care in memory of Rev. Frank Herbert Gross from 

 Mrs. Gail McCord 

 Ms. Sue Katje 

 Lt. William Byrne 

 Mrs. Pat Burdette 

 Mr. & Mrs. Rob Caples 

 Ms. Carol Lightner 

 Tracey & Florence Sweeney 

 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zucker 

 Ms. Betty Tatlock 

 Warwick Forest Residents' Association 

 Ms. Holley Walling 
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The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

www.williamsburgumc.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

PRAYING OUR WAY FORWARD 
The Virginia Conference will participate in a week of intentional prayer for the mission of The United 

Methodist Church and for the work of the Commission on a Way Forward (a Commission appointed by 
the Council of Bishops to determine and discern how The United Methodist Church can move forward to 
transform the world as a whole denomination).   

April 2-8 is the week the Virginia Conference will actively be Praying Our Way Forward. 

We ask that you join in this prayer time by picking up the printed prayers for the week that will be availa-
ble at Connection Corner and in the Narthex.  Prayer resources are also available at http://umcprays.org. 

Our Bishop Sharma D. Lewis has written the following prayer to begin our week of prayer: 

Eternal God, you promised in your Word,” . . . do not worry about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God . . .” 

O God, I release my worries and concerns about the future of our denomination.  O God, I 
choose the discipline of prayer to seek your direction in all matters of life.  O God, I intercede 
on behalf of the 32 members on the Commission on a Way Forward.  Grant them 
peace and clarity in their moments of study, dialogue and reflection.  O God, I 
thank you for each member that was chosen for their love, commitment, gifts and 
graces they bring to The United Methodist Church.  O God, grant them wisdom, 
and guidance as they seek your face about the future of our denomination. 

Lord in your mercy.  Hear my prayer. 

Amen  

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, contact  
Cindy Banek (229–1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 
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